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Proposed Charter 

On October 18, 2005, a majority of the Board of Aldermen for the City of Raytown voted to 
authorize filing litigation for the purpose of determining whether the Charter Commission followed 
proper procedures for placing a charter on the November 8 ballot. Members of the Board expressed 
grave concern that absentee voting on the charter began September 27, yet it is still not clear what 
version of the charter is being voted on. 

As of October 11, the Jackson County Board of Election Commissioners provided the City with a 
copy of the charter that will be distributed at the polls. On October 14, Lee Gray, Chair of the 
Charter Commission, distributed a different version of the proposed charter to various locations 
within the community, including City Hall. 

"There have been three versions of the charter filed with the election board," said Mayor Pro Tern 
Charlotte Melson. "On September 27, absentee voting began. On October 14, the Charter 
Commission Chair was handing out another version. In fairness to the voters, the document should 
be final when voting starts. That's pretty basic to me. A charter is like a contract between the city 
and its citizens. You can't keep changing the contract after people have already started voting. It is 
unfortunate that some members of the Charter Commission think they can continue to change the 
document and add new provisions, particularly because the Conunission has not met since 
September 22. They had a responsibility to draft a charter and get it to the voters. They had plenty 
of time to do this, since they were elected in November 2004. The Board of Aldermen wants the 
people to know what they are voting on. If it is not clear, we will take appropriate action to protect 
the voters." 

The version currently being distributed by certain members of the Charter Commission, corrects five 
typographical errors, and adds the following language regarding residency for police captains: 

Established in 1849 as Ray's Town 
On the Santa Fe, California and Oregon Trail 



Section 11.3 Powers and Duties 

(b) Appointments and Promotions. The Chief of Police shall make all appointments and 
promotions of police officers. The appointments and promotions shall be in conformance with 
applicable City ordinances; provided that in any event, that any person appointed to the position of 
Police Captain or any position senior to a Police Captain shall be subjeot to the resideno), 
requirement of the ChiefofPolioe as set forth in 8eotion 11 .2(b) of this Charter. become a resident 
of and reside within the City's corporate limits within one hundred eighty (180) days of 
appointment, provided, however; such time period to locate within the City's corporate limits 
shall be extended to three hundred sixty (360) days if the person, at the time he or she accepts 
such position, resides within fifty (50) miles of the corporate limits of the City. 

The differences are shown with deletions marked as strikethrough and additions shown in 
bold. 

The insertion of this language, directly impacts at least one member of the Raytown Police 
Department. The Charter Commission has not had a meeting since September 22. The latest 
changes have not been approved by the Charter Commission. 

The Board of Aldermen also at the October 18 Closed Session, authorized disclosing to the public 
the motion and vote on moving forward with litigation: 

Motion by Alderman White, seconded by Alderman Riehle, to authorize filing a pre-election 
challenge to the Charter. 

Alderman Aye Nay Absent! Abstain 
Walters X 
Brown Abstain 
Aziere Absent 
White X 
Kinman X 
Melson X 
Schlapia X 
Hartwell Abstain 
Fleming X 
Riehle X 
Tie Vote: Mayor Frank 

The motion carried with six "yes"; one "no"; two "abstain" and one "absent". 

The Board of Aldermen also emphasized that the charter "booklet" currently being distributed in the 
community has never been submitted to the election board and is not the official version being voted 
on. Copies of the official proposed Charter, as provided by the Jackson County Board of Election 
Commissioners, are available at Raytown City Hall, 10000 East 59th Street or at 
www.raytown.mo.us. 
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