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SUBJECT: Proposed Charter 

On October 31,2005, Judge Jack Grate of the Jackson County Circuit Court entered his judgment in 
the matter of Jackson County Board of Election Commissioners v. City of Raytown and the Raytown 
Charter Commission. 

Judge Grate ordered that the November 8, 2005 election on whether to adopt a proposed charter will 
be held. Judge Grate also found that the version of the Charter on file with the Jackson County 
Board of Election Commissioners on September 23, 2005, "is the version of the charter that may 
properly be presented to the voters on November 8, 2005." 

Mayor Sue Frank said, "The City appreciates the court's ruling that the election is proper and the 
determination of what version is being voted on. This helps clear up the many uncertainties that lead 
to the Election Board filing suit in the first place." 

Judge Grate went on to note, "lfthe September 23 version is deficient so that the parties can agree 
that in the interest of good government the most recent version of the Charter is more free of error 
and confusion and should be submitted to the voters, they are hereby authorized to do so." The most 
recent version of the proposed charter was filed with the Jackson County Board of Election 
Commissioners on October 24, just 15 days prior to the election. The Charter Commission contends 
that October 24 version corrects errors and does not make any substantive changes. 

Mayor Sue Frank stated, "I can understand the interest of the Charter Commission in wanting to 
correct errors and omissions in the document. After a year of Charter Commission meetings and 
more than $30,000 in Charter Commission legal fees, I frankly exp~cted a document that was free of 
errors the first time it went on file with the Election Board. It amazes me that the Charter 
Commission has filed five different proposed charters with the Election Board, and none of them, 
not even the October 24 version is free of error and confusion." 



"The Missouri Constitution requires that the proposed charter be available to the voters at least 30 
days before the election. The 30-day requirement gives the voters a reasonable amount of time to 
obtain a copy of the document, review it, and make a decision on how to cast their vote. The 
September 23 document is the version that was available at least 30 days before the election; it was 
available when absentee voting began on September 27. In fairness to the voters, and particularly to 
those who have already cast an absentee ballot, we cannot change to the October 24 version, less 
than a week away from the election." 

"At some point, the Charter Commission has to live with the document they drafted and submitted to 
the voters and stop making changes. The City agrees with Judge Grate - the September 23 version 
meets the constitutional requirements. The time for making changes ended on September 27, 2005 
when absentee voting began. I cannot agree with changing a ballot issue after voting starts. It is a 
shame that the Charter Commission made this process so difficult and confusing for the 
community. " 

The Mayor also emphasized that the charter "booklet" currently being distributed in the community 
is not the official version being voted on. Copies of the official proposed Charter, as provided by the 
Jackson County Board of Election Commissioners, are available at Raytown City Hall, 10000 East 
59th Street or at www.raytown.mo.us. 

Following this press release is a chronology of events. 

### 

http:www.raytown.mo.us


August 29, 2005 

August 30, 2005 

September 16, 2005 

September 19, 2005 

September 23, 2005 

September 27, 2005 

October 5, 2005 

October 6, 2005 

October 11, 2005 

October 14, 2005 

October 20, 2005 

October 24, 2005 

October 31,2005 

First version of the Charter Commission's Resolution No. I (placing a 
proposed charter on the ballot) and Resolution No.2 (placing two pull-out 
questions on the ballot) is filed with the Jackson County Board of Election 
Commissioners (the "Election Board"). 

Final date to certify a ballot issue for the November 8, 2005 election, 
according to the Missouri Election Calendar. 

A new version of the charter and a new version of Resolution No . 2 are placed 
on file with the Election Board. 

Another version of the charter and another version of Resolution No.2 is 
placed on file with the Election Board. 

Another version of Resolution No.2 is placed on file with the Election Board. 

Absentee voting begins. 

The City of Raytown obtains copies of all the various documents on file with 
the Election Board. 

The City of Raytown asks the Election Board which version is being voted on. 

The Election Board says that the last documents on file as of September 23, 
2005, are the documents being voted on . 

Charter Commission Chair Lee Gray begins distributing a printed "booklet" of 
the proposed charter and Resolution No.2, which is different from anything 
on file with the Election Board. 

The Election Board files suit to determine whether the election can move 
forward on November 8, 2005, and to determine what version is being voted 
on. 

The Charter Commission files the printed booklet with the Election Board. 
After the booklet is file, the Charter Conunission holds a meeting to "ratify" 
the booklet. 

The Jackson County Circuit Court rules that the election can occur on 
November 8, 2005, and that the September 23 version of the charter meets the 
constitutional requirements. 


